
 
 

 

Tower Project Update 
Weekend of December 16, 2012

 
West Tower 
The work on the West Tower is coming to a culmination.  The finial which sat upon the spire of the West 
Tower was taken down, cleaned and restored.  (It is presently in the Marian Courtyard in between both 
statues of Our Lady.)  After looking at the deep fissures in the old finial, we are fortunate none of the stone 
pieces fell off the West Tower.  The renovated tower has been outfitted with a 1" stainless steel rod welded 
to a 1/2" thick plate as designed by Cathedral structural engineers. This stainless steel plate was leveled 
using non -shrink grout and secured by (4) 5/8" threaded bolts embedded in epoxy.  

 

      
 
 

 
    
 
 

Top left and right photographs of the finial on the West Tower before, and up to its 
removal. The addition of the lightening rod in the 1970s was attached to the exterior of 
the finial, causing additional damage to the finial.  Bottom left, the finial being repaired in 
the Marian Courtyard.   The photo on the bottom right shows the deterioration of the 
stone work in the West Tower.  There appears to be some prior patching on these stones at 
some point. However, they have continued to degrade and it was recommended these stones 
be replaced as they act as a support for the huge terra cotta finial which will be placed atop 
the reconstructed tower spire. The new finial will be a replica of the original finial which 
was taken down. 
 



Hand carved stones by 
Forrest Pope, of Ash 
Masonry, have been placed 
and most of the work on the 
West Tower should be 
completed by next week.  On 
the right, you will see the 
stones which have been set on 
ground level before being 
placed on the tower.  Note 
that some of the stones which 
could be reused were salvaged. 
 

 
East Tower 
The four spires on the East Tower have been completed.  We are awaiting the terra cotta finials which 
should arrive in early January.  Once the finials have been put in place, the scaffolding around the East and 
West Towers will be removed.  The southwest spire, which was the last spire to be completed in the spire 
reconstruction was the most difficult and costly to reconstruct.  The combination of vertical and horizontal 
steel required the removal of about 21 linear feet of stone and concrete. The diameter of this column was 
40" wide below the triangular transition stones. We used about 90-100 bags of concrete on this particular 
spire. 
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Left, the top of 
Forrest's hand 
marks to top of 
the new finials. 
The finials will 
stand over 56” 
tall.  Right, the 
southwest tower 
is ready for the 
finial to be set.  
Bottom right, 
one of the last 
two triangular 
stones that 
needed to be 
set. Work on 
the four spires 
of the West 
Tower has been 
completed. 
 

Please continue to pray for the success of 
the Tower Restoration and the safety of the 

workers. 
Mary, Queen of Heaven, Pray for Us. 

 
Specific questions about the Tower Project may be directed to 

office@smcaustin.org 


